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_ 'era's Military Rulers

“I myself do not have even 
a minimum vocation for poli­
tics. I detest people who use 
literature for political ends. 
But I cannot remain an os­
trich.”

Mr. Vargas Llosa has fo­
cused his criticism particu-

freedom of expression, tire 
revolution is in danger of be­
coming fossilized,” said Mr. 
Vargas Llosa in an interview 
in his suburban apartment 
overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean. “I don’t think there 
was anything remarkable 
about the newspapers when 
they were privately owned. 
They defended minority class 
interest.

“But now the Government ___________ o„)
has isolated itself from public peared in 1962, a thousand 
debate. Look at the newspa­
pers six v months after their 
expropriations. They carry 
only the most timid sort of 
criticism.”

Intellectuals Back Him
Last month, after attacks - 

on Mr. Vargas Llosa by the j
pfegg.

on 1
Government°controlied prccc, 
more than 30 Peruvian intel­
lectuals and artists broke 
their silence to sign a decla­
ration backing the novelist.

Mr. Vargas Llosa, whose 
own politics lean toward so­
cialism, asserts that he is 
largely sympathetic to the 
broad aims of the revolution 
proclaimed by the armed for­
ces when they took power in 
1968.

During the recent rioting in | 
Lima against the military | 

___ Government, he strongly de- i 
nounced any attempt by con­
servatives to take advantage

He has applauded the agra­
rian reform that has dis­
placed the rural oligarchy 
and distributed land to more 
than 175,000 impoverished 
families. He has welcomed 
Government plans to give in­
dustrial workers a large 
share of ownership in their 
companies, and Government 
efforts to bridge the yawning 
economic, social and racial
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ing of himself. In 1962, a thousand copies of his book 
whose Spanish title translates as “The City and the 
Dogs,” were burned publicly at a military academy that

By JONATHAN KANDELL
Special to The New York Times

LIMA, Peru, — For 
centuries, Latin - American 
writers, artists and intellec­
tuals have traditionally been 
the political gadflies of their 
countries, often enjoying a 
following and influence far 
greater than their colleagues 
in Europe and the United 
States.
. In Mexico, Carlos Fuentes 
in his novel “The Death of 
Artemio Cruz,” provided one 
of the most poignant chron­
icles of the corruption of 
the leaders of Mexico’s revo­
lution over the last six dec­
ades.

The jailing of the painter 
David Alfaro Siqueiros in the 
nmeteen-sixties for his acid 
comments on the political 
system exposed the Mexican 
Government to some of the 
strongest foreign criticism it 
has received.

In Chile, the late poet Pablo 
Neruda often laced his verses 
with eloquent denunciations 
of United States domination 
of the continent, and his 
posthumous memoirs have 
haunted the right-wing mili­
tary junta that now rules 
Chile almost as much as the 
attacks of living critics.

In keeping with this tradi­
tion, Peru’s leading novelist, 
Mario Vargas Llosa, home af­
ter a 16-year absence, has 
.quickly emerged in recent 
months as the most articu­
late and important critic of 
the left-wing military 
government here.

“I think it is lamentable 
that just by the fact that I 
am a writer I have been con­
ferred political authority,” 

. said Mr. Vargas Llosa, who 
■at 38 years of age is uneasy 
with his new status.

“Maybe it happens because 
newspapers in Latin America 

.rarely are independent 
I enough to fulfill their role as
■ political watchdogs,” he sug- 
..gested. “Maybe it is because 
■writers -are under so much 
pressure from other intellec­
tuals and university students

■ to enter the political arena.

chasm that has always frag­
mented Peruvian society.

"Coming from the military, 
this has all been very surpris­
ing,” said Mr. Vargas Llosa, 
whose best-known novel en­
titled “Time of the Hero” in 
the English version, is a 
scathing social commentary 
set in a military academy 
that the author attended for 
two years.

When the book, whose 
Spanish title translates as 
“The City and the Dogs,” ap- 
----------- _______ j 

copies were publicly burned 
at the school. Several rank­
ing military officers called it 
the product of a sick mind 
and denounced the author as 
a Communist and anti-Peru- 
vian.

cision last July to expropriate 
all newspapers with a nation­
al circulation. His denuncia- • 
tions of the stifling of politi­
cal dissent here have had a 
particularly strong impact 
abroad—in Latin America 
and in Europe—where intel­
lectuals and leftists have 
been favorably disposed to 
the Peruvian military 
Government.

Newspapers and political 
commentators in France, Ar­
gentina and Brazil gave as 
much coverage to the novel­
ist’s protest against the press 
takeover as they did to the 
Peruvian Government’s de­
fense of it. Long interviews 
with Mr. Vargas Llosa have
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unfair to his supporters in the 
election of convention dele- 

" gates.
1 Governor Wallace introducer 

two of the doctors who had at­
tended him after an assassina­
tion attempt in 1972. They said 
that he was sufficiently recov­
ered from bullet wounds and 
severe complications. -Dr. 
Joseph F. Schanno, a vascular 
surgeon, and Dr. Stacy L. Rol­
lins Jr., a neurosurgeon, both' of 
whom practice in Bethesda, 
Md.,. said that Mr. Wallace was 
medically fit to run.

Mr. Wallace seemed happy to 
acknowledge that he had 
“changed” in the years since he 
stood in the “schoolhouse 
door’ trying to block the deseg­
regation of the University of 
Alabama. But he said that he 
had hardly changed more than 
most other politicians in the 
last 10 years, and he insisted 
that the issue in the desegrega- 

uie economy ivir tiOn fight, had been “big 

S,™„ •TZ*
average black man than an- 
other man who’s thinking o 
running for President,” he said 
“because we all grew up in th 
South where we were povertj 
stricken together.”
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the National Governors Conference Secretary William E. Simon, 
on record with a formal resolu- who said that “greater disci- 
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Spending, employment and

30 to I, urging President Ford stantially faster in state and 

in the Federal Government or 
the economy at large.

And while most of the Gov­
ernors have been appealing for 
still larger Federal deficits to 
restimulate the economy, Mr.

straints have not shown results Federal spending and deficits 
were the cause of the inflation 
that had caused the recession. 

All the Governors were in­
vited to dinner with President 

_ _____  and Mrs. Ford at the White
the final resolution House this evening. The con- ' at ,

shortly afS'noJn toS°Urned .? 1976, he


